The extraordinary mildness of the season has rendered the diseases of the present winter like those of spring or autumn. The constant rain, and consequent damp state of the atmosphere, has rendered Chronic Rheumatism very prevalent; but there has been less than usual of Acute Inflammation; and the Winter Coughs of elderly persons, which during a severe season so fre. quently prove fatal, have been in general very mild. The popular opinion is that such winters are unhealthy, but we believe this to be a mistakeu idea.
Ihe London and Southivark Midwifery Institution.?This charity was established some years ago, for the purpose of affording professional assistance to poor women at their own houses during confinement in childbed ; since which time it has been in active operation, and has hitherto been supported by the exertions of a few individuals. The number of applicants has, however, so greatly increased of late, (upwards of 400 having been relieved during the last twelve months,) that it was quite impossible to carry it on in the same private manner without materially circumscribing its beneficial operations; and hence the original founders of the institution, encouraged as they were by promises of support from a highly respectable number of individuals, have invited the co-operation of the public, in order that they might be enabled to extend its benefits. The following gentlemen have betn appointed the medical officers; and, as we understand that such an institution is much required in the district which it embraces, we hope that it will meet with the encouragement it appears so well to merit.
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